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THE  EDINBURGH   REVIEWERS, 
On  Mr.  Bentharris  Reform  Catechism. 

Trash  versus  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers !  fearful  odds ! 
but  no  matter;  truth  is  truth  emanate  whence  it  may,  and 
sophistry  is  sophistry,  whether  it  proceeds  from  the  oracle 
of  Delphos,  or  the  sages  of  Edinburgh.  Opinions  are  now 
taken  by  weight,  and  not  on  authority.  The  dictum  of  the 
Edinburgh  Reviewers  can  no  more  give  currency  to  gross  falla- 
cies, than  exalted  rank  to  vice  and  wickedness,  or  religious 
sanctity  to  meanness  and  hypocrisy.  Their  literary  fame  is 
deservedly  high,  it  extends  nearly  to  all  parts  of  the  earth  ; 
but  then  their  politics  are  corrupt  and  detestable.  VVith  all 
their  boasted  philosophy,  their  professions  of  humanity,  their 
pretended  zeal  for  the  education,  and  sympathy  for  the 
sufferings  of  the  poor,  they  have  really  no  respect  for  that 
class;  they  care  nothing  about  their  rights,  and  still  less 
about  their  happiness.  All  their  real  sympathies  are  for  the 
interests  of  the  privileged  classes.  They  have  a  blind  and 
puerile  admiration  for  titles  and  distinctions.  They  glory 
in  an  aristocracy  of  rank  and  wealth,  which  monopolizes  the 
honours  and  enjoyments  of  the  community.  Their  zeal  against 
ministers  is  not  an  honest  zeal  against  corruption  and  abuse; 
it  is  not  a  generous  indignation  against  an  execrable  system 
of  pillage  and  oppression,  nor  an  horror  at  the  dreadful 
miseries  it  has  produced  ;  uo!.  it  is  none  of  these;  it  is  a 
mere  contest  for  the  emoluments  of  their  opponents;  and  all 
their  professions  of  humanity,  of  a  love  of  liberty,  their  oc- 
casional sacrifices  to  popular  feeling,  are  only  so  many  stra- 
tagems of  war,  to  lure  the  People  under  their  banners,  to 
fight  their  selfish  and  mercenary  battle. 

The  cliaracters  of  these  men  have  been  notorious  ever 
since  the  memorable  experiment  of  a  Whig  Administration 
in  180(5.  Previous  to  that  time,  they  resided  at  Edinburgh, 
and  were  members  of  a  spouting  club,  of  which  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  now  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  was  chairman.  On 
the  Whigs  coming  into  power,  they  struck  their  camp,  and 
off  they  set,  fully  bent  on  the  plunder  of  poor  old  England. 
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Never  before  had  men  been  seen  with  such  keen  rapacious 
looks, — "  place  in  their  hearts,  and  famine  in  their  face." 
Every  day  they  were  to  be  found  in  the  passages  and  offices 
of  Whitehall,  or  at  the  table  of  some  minister  of  state,  cheer- 
ing his  jokes,  and  laughing  at  his  follies.  Their  triumph, 
however,  was  of  short  duration,  for  the  Whigs  being  sud- 
denly cashiered,  these  needy  critics  returned  to  their  "onions 
and  beer  ;'*  having  first  obtained  a  pension  of  £2000  for  their 
chief,  Mr.  Horner,  a  very  clever  man.  Ever  since  the  mis- 
fortune of  1S06,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers  have  employed 
themselves  in  calumniating  the  People,  by  whom  they  say, 
they  were  deserted,  and  in  abusing  the  good  and  bad 
measures  of  the  ministers,  by  whose  intrigues  they  were 
supplanted. 

Having  given  a  slight  account  of  these  northern  critics,  it 
will  be  proper  to  come  to  the  subject  of  this  article. 

In  one  of  their  late  numbers  they  give  a  something,  which 
purports  to  be  an  examination  of  Mr.  Bentham*s  Plan  of 
Reform  ;  but  no  attempt  is  made  to  combat  the  arguments 
of  that  writer,  nor  indeed  is  the  work  at  all  examined;  but 
a  sort  of  random  dissertation  is  put  forth  in  defence  of  our 
absurd  system  of  representation.  It  is  not  intended  to  ex- 
amine every  position  in  this  notable  essay,  but  to  pick  out  one 
or  two  of  the  most  palpable  fallacies,  and  convince  these 
sagacious  gentleman  that  even  the  "  lower  orders"  can  detect 
vind  laugh  at  such  e^gregious,  such  wietched,  and  even  ridicu- 
lous sophistry.  i  '    • 

The  first  passage  selected  is  as  follows : — 

**  Among  the  objects  of  representation,  two  may,  in  an  especial 
manner,  deserve  observation  :— the  qualifications  for  making  goad 
laws,  and  those  for  resisting  oppression.  Now,  the  capacity  of  an 
assembly  to  make  good  laws,  evidently  depends  on  the  quantity 
of  skil2  and  inJbrmatioH  oj" every  kind  which  it  possesses.  But  it 
seems  to  be  advantageous  that  it  should  contain  a  large  proportion 
of  one  body  of  a  more  wewfra/ and  inactive  c^arac/er— not  indeed 
to  propose  much,  but  to  mediate  or  arbitrate  in  the  differences 
betwcOT  the  more  busy  classes,  from  whom  important  propositions 
are  to  be  expected.  The  suggestions  of  every  man  relating  to  his 
province,  have  doubtless  a  peculiar  value.  But  most  men  imbibe 
prejudices  with  their  knowledge  ;  and,  in  the  struggle  of  various 
classes  for  their  conflicting  interests,  the  best  chance  for  an  ap- 
proach to  right  decision,  lies  in  an  appeal  to  the  largest  body  of 
well^ducated  men,  of  leisure,  large  property,  temperate  character, 
and  who  are  impartial  on  more  subjects,  than  any  other  class  of 
men.  ^n  ascendancy,  therefore,  of  landed  proprietors,  must  be  con- 
sidered on  the  whole,  as  a  beneficial  circumstance  in  a  representa- 
tive body," 
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Here  now  is  very  ivetty  reasoning^  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons.  First,  it  is 
well  known,  there  is  a  neutral  and  inactive  body  of  men  in 
the  House,  vtrho  take  very  little  share  in  its  proceedings,  and 
this,  according  to  the  Reviewer,  is  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  and 
then  again,  the  ascendancy  of  landed  proprietors  is  a  fact 
equally  notorious,  and  this,  too,  according  to  the  same  au- 
thority,  is  equally  proper.  But  let  us  examine  his  reasoning. 

One  of  the  objects  of  a  representative  assembly,  the  Reviewer 
states,  is  **  the  qualifications  for  making  good  laws  ;^*  and  its  ca- 
pacity  for  this  purpose  will  depend  upon  "  the  skill  and  informal 
Hon  of  every  kind  which  it  possesses,'*  Very  well;  but  for  what 
purpose  is  this  neutral  body  ?  You  say  to  decide  conflicting  dif- 
ferences of  other  more  busy  representatives.  But  are  not  the  «««- 
trals  representatives  ?  Wer«  they  not  sent  there  to  represent  the 
interests,  and  be  the  organ  of  the  sentiments  of  their  constituents? 
Why  then  should  they  be  neutral  ?  They  were  not  sent  to  form  a 
court  of  appeal  for  the  arbitration  of  the  differences  of  other  re» 
presentatives,  but  to  be  themselves  representatives.  There  will, 
no  doubt,  in  eveiy  assembly  be  men  of  a  neutral  and  inactive  cka" 
racier ;  but  to  contend  that  these  qualities  are  advantages  in  re- 
presentatives, which  are  so  obviously  defects ;  or  to  attempt  to 
prove  that  neutrality  and  inactivity  are  most  useful,  when  good 
measures  are  to  be  advanced  or  bad  measures  opposed,  (and  every 
measure  must  be  either  of  one  or  the  other  description)  is  most 
despicable  sophistry.  Leaving  this  piece  of  folly,  let  us  hear 
the  Reviewer  on  the  advantages  of  an  ascendancy  of  landed 
proprietors, 

**  Most  men  imbibe  prejudices  with  their  knowledg",^^  True, 
but  are  landed  proprietors  exempt  from  prejudices  ?  Are  they  not 
liable  to  all  the  prejudices  incident  to  their  birth,  rank,  and  educa- 
tion ?  Is  it  not  notorious,  that  the  prejudices  of  the  landed  interest 
in  every  country  are  the  most  deep-rooted,  and  the  most  inimical 
to  the  happiness  of  other  classes  of  society  ?  But  the  Reviewer 
insinuates,  that  they  are  «?£//-e(iuca^^</,  men  of  leisure,  MTid  large 
property^  and,  as  such,  proper  persons  to  settle  the  conflicting  in- 
terests of  the  community.  Who  ever  heard  before  that  country 
gentlemen  were  famed  for  their  knowledge  and  good  education  ? 
But  they  are  men  of  kisure^  that  is,  they  are  men  of  indolent 
habits,  totally  unpractised  in  the  business  of  life,  therefore  not  at 
all  qualified  to  settle  the  business  of  other  people.    Then,  as  to 
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the  lay-ge  property  of  these  arlstocratical  legislators,  that  is^  the 
strongest  objection  against  them  ;  because  their  natural  wJJuence 
in  society  being  great,  in  consequence  of  their  property,  their  pre- 
scriptive  power  ought  to  be  as  limited  as  possible.  Men  of  large 
property  have  not  only  the  powtr,  but,  in  consequence  of  their 
possessions,  frequently  the  inclination  to  despise  and  oppress  those 
of  smaller  property  ;  hence  does  their  ascendancy  tend  to  depress 
that  part  of  society  which  it  ought  to  be  tlie  object  of  legislation  to 
raise  into  importance. 

Bpt  why  should  any  interest  have  an  ascendancy?  Why  the 
landed  interest  more  than  the,  commercial  ?  The  object  of  repre- 
sentation is,  that  every  interest  should  be  equally  and  fairly  repre- 
sented ;  but  no  particular  interest  ought  to  predominate,  for 
that  would  place  every  other  in  jeopardy,  and  liable  to  be  sacri- 
ficed or  neglected.  Still  less  ought  landed  proprietors  to  have  the 
ascendancy  ;  for  experience  has  shewn,  that  they  form  the  most 
ignorant,  prejudiced,  and  inefficient  of  all  liegislator?:.  Their  in- 
dolent habits,  their  large  property  and  independence,  whicL  the 
Reviewer  considers  advantages,  ar<4  the  very  reasons  why  they  are 
so  little  adapted  for  making  good  lawg,  and  settling  conflicting  in- 
terests. But  the  Reviewer  was  aware  that  landed  proprietors  had 
an  ascendancy  in  the  House  of  Commons  de  factor  therefor*  he 
must  of  necessity  prove  that  they  had  it  likewise  dejure. 

Jn  another  passage  the  Reviewer  observes,  that  *' The  reason^ 
which  make  it  important  to  liberty  that  the  elective  franchise  should 
be  exercised  by  large  bodies  of  the  lower  classes,  do  not  in  the 
least  require  that  it  should  be  conferred  upon  them  all.  It  is  ne- 
cessary to  their  security  from  oppression,  that  the  whole  clasi 
should  have  some  representatives  ;  but  as  their  interests  are  every 
where  the  ^ame,  the  representatives  elected  by  one  body  of  them, 
are  necessarily  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of  all." 

Now,  the  reasons  for  "  a//"  the  **  lower  classes'^  exercising  the 
elective  franchise  are  just  the  same  as  for  the  *'  a//"  of  any  other 
class  exercising  a  similar  right.  Could  the  interests  of  the  working 
classes  be  secured  by  merely  proclaiming  them,  one  able  and  zea- 
Ipijs  representative  for  the  whole  body  might,  perhaps,  as  ade- 
quately perform  that  oflfice  as  fifty  ;  but  the  Reviewer  ought  to 
have  recollected,  that  different  interests  in  legislative  assemblies  are 
not  settled  by  strength  of  argument,  justice,  or  eloquence,  but  by 
a  silent  and  omnipotent  majority  of  votes.  It  would  be  necessary, 
therefore,  for  guarding  the  interests  of  the  labouring  classes,  not 
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stances,  might  have  been  not  only  beneficial  to  your  own 
family,  but  to  the  whole  community;  but  by  the  manase- 
ment  of  part  of  your  property  you  have  voluntarily  contri- 
buted to  the  support  of  that  long  and  sanguinary  war,'which 
has  brought  ruin  upon  your  country,  starvation  to  miHion«r, 
and  death  to  thousands  of  your  countrymen!  Ah!  Sir 
Francis,  better  would  it  have  been  for  your  country,  and, 
perhaps,  in  the  long  run  for  yourself,  if  you  had  placed  all 
your  surplus  property  in  an  iron  chest,  and  sunk  it  into  the 
earth  ;  for  what  must  be  your  feelings  w^hen  you  receive  your 
devidends,  every  shilling  of  which  is  stained  with  the  sweat 
and  blood  of  your  suffering  country  ! 

I  could  not  forbear  making  these  observations,  although 
you  so  recently  told  your  friend^,  ^t  the  Crown  and  Anchor, 
that  all  the  remarks  that  had  been  made  on  your  character 
and  conduct,  passed  as  little  noticed  by  you,  as  did  the  idle 
wind  that  blew  by  you  ;  for  time,  you  observed,  would  give 
the  best  answer  to  all.  Happy  Burdett !  happy  Castlereagh  ! 
and  thrice  happy  that  country  which  contains  such  illus- 
trious statesmen !  whose  wisdom  is  so  great,  that  they  can- 
not err,  whose  principl  s  are  so  firm  tliat  they  cannot 
change,  who  are  so  conscious  of  their  own  integrity,  that 
the  complaints  and  sroans  of  millions,  are  no  more  noticed 
by  them,  than  the  idle  wind  that  blows!  Your  comparing 
the  public  voice  with  the  wind,  Sir  Francis,  is  apropos 
enough  ;  words  are  but  wind  ;  this  you  have  proved  in  a 
hundred  instances,  by  professing  one  day,  what  your  actions 
contradicted  the  next.  An  instance,  or  two  will  refresh 
your  recollection. 

In  1817,  when  the  Habeas  Corpus  Suspension  Act  was 
about  to  be  passed,  you  met  your  constituents  in  Palace 
Yard,  and  told  them,  among  many  other  things,  "  that 
should  that  act  be  passed,  you'should  not  care  if  there  were 
to  be  gibbets  erected  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons* 
for  you  should  then  think  that  you  had  lived  long  enough!'* 
These  sentiments  you  delivered,  with  great  animation,  and 
I  have  not  yet  forgotten  the  impression  that  they  made  on 
my  mind  ;  I  could  have  embraced,  nay,  I  could  have  wor- 
shipped you  ;  1  fancied  I  beheld  another  Hampden!  a  second 
William  Tell!  burning  in  the  breast  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 
That  infamous  act,  however,  passed;  and,  alas  !  no  sooner 
did  you  discov'er  that  you  were  a  privileged  person,  and  that 
you  was  exempted  from  the  oppression,  and  the  injustice  of 
its  operation,  than  you  sat  silently  on  your  bench,  nor 
opeoed  your  mouth  in  the  defence  of  those  brave  men,  who, 
animated  by  your  former  speeches,  and  led  captive  by  your 
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professions,  came  forward  boldly  and  nobly  in  tbe  cause  of 
truth  and  liberty,  and  demanded  the  restoration  of  those 
rights,  for  which  Hampden  died  in  the  field,  and  Sydney  on 
the  scaffold.  And  it  was  at  this  moment  when  you  held 
our  destinies  in  your  hand  that  you  decided  against  us, 
dashed  us  to  the  ground,  and  the  infernal  system  of  oppres- 
sion and  tyranny  triumphed  !  Thus,  Sir,  did  you,  in  one 
short  year,  render  the  ministry  more  service  than  the  mighty 
Wellington  had  been  able  to  perform  during  the  preceding 
seven.  They  ought  to  have  made  you  Duke  of  West- 
minster. 

Another  instance  of  your  consistency,  as  well  as  your 
inagnanimity,  was  displayed  in  your  professions  of  friend- 
ship to  Major  Cartwright,  whom  you  acknowledged,  be- 
cause you  could  not  deny  it,  to  have  paramount  pretensions, 
as  candidate  for  Westminster ;  yet,  in  a  short  time  after,  you 
brought  forward  a  man  (Hobhouse)  under  your  wing,  and 
supported  him  with  both  your  eloquence  and  purse,  who 
had  no  pretensions  at  all. 

I  have  been  led  into  this  digression,  which  is  somev^hat 
irrelevant  to  my  subject,  by  that  heat  and  indignation  which 
I  never  fail  to  feel  when  I  have  occasion  to  mention  your 
name,  and  reflect  on  your  conduct:  and  pray.  Sir,  do  not 
imagine  that,  because  you  do  not  condescend  to  notice  the 
remarks  of  the  reformers,  that  they  will  cease  to  notice  your 
tergiversation,  and  shuffling  conduct.  No,  Sir;  they  will 
follow  you  through  every  act  of  that  farce,  which  you  have, 
as  you  think,  been  so  cunningly  playing,  and  still  continue 
to  play,  to  the  last  scene,  when  the  green  curtain  shall 
drop,  and  exclude  you  forever  from  that  audience,  whom 
you  have  so  long  deceived,  and  so  often  insulted.  Nor  will 
your  little  satellites  be  able,  with  shouting  and  clapping 
their  hands,  to  redeem  your  farce  from  that  final  damnation, 
ivhich  so  bad  a  play  so  justly  deserves. 

Then  think  of  the  last  scene,  Sir  Francis,  only  think  of 
the  green  curtain  ! — while  I  examine  the  cause  that  makes 
poor  men  endure  the  contumely  and  the  oppression  of  the 
rich  ;  and  endeavour  to  prove,  that  whenever  the  People 
do  attempt  to  redress  their  own  grievances,  they  generally 
begin  at  the  wrong  end.  What  prevents  a  wretched  and 
starving  slave  from  rushing  on  his  lord,  the  author  of  his 
miseries,  and  tearing  him  to  pieces,  is,  that  false  religion 
which  the  artful  priest  begins  to  instil  into  his  mind  in  his 
very  childhood,  and  continues  to  do  so,  till  it  becomes  a 
fixed  prejudice,  and  he  believes  firmly  what  the  priest  does 
not  believe  at  all,  that  God  has  ordained  one  man  to  be  a 
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Lord,  and  another  to  be  a  slave ;  one  to  be  a  King,  and 
another  to  be  a  subject ;  and,  therefore,  patiently  endures  all 
the  hardships  and  oppressions  of  this  world,  and  humbly 
submits,  as  he  supposes,  to  the  just  decrees  of  heaven,  and 
believes  that  all  his  sufferings  are  tokens  of  God's  love. 

Poor  deluded  slave!  how  different  is  his  creed  to  that 
of  his  oppressors.  Kings,  lords,  and  priests,  laugh  at  this 
jargon  and  nonsense,  and  believe  that  splendid  palaces,  lux- 
urious viands,  and  beautiful  mistresses  for  kings;  superb 
villas,  vast  possessions  of  land,  and  numerous  slaves  for 
lords ;  good  fat  livings,  productive  tithes,  and  good  claret 
and  burgundy  for  priests,  are  the  surest  marks  of  God's 
love;  and  they  infer  from  this,  that  if  they  are  so  much 
favoured  by  that  God,  whom  they  tell  the  People  rules  this 
world  below,  they  have  reason  to  expect  still  greater  felicity 
when  they  shall  ascend  to  that  above. 

But  the  opinion  begins  to  spread,  that  God  does  not,  and 
never  did,  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  but  that 
after  he  had  created  the  world,  he  gave  it  as  a  common  in- 
heritance to  the  whole  human  race,  from  Adam  to  his 
latest  posterity,  to  cultivate  it  in  what  manner  they  pleased, 
and  to  manage  their  worldly  concerns  according  to  their  own 
free  will,  but  that  he  sits  as  the  mighty  judge  of  the  uni- 
verse, recording  all  their  actions,  whether  they  be  good  or 
bad,  rewarding  the  one,  and  punishing  the  other,  as  we  ap- 
pear bef^ore  him,  by  the  standard  of  eternal  justice ! 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  point  out  the  error  into  which 
the  People  run,  when  circumstances  compel  them  tu  have 
recourse  to  physical  force;  they  generally  begin  to  clamour, 
use  what  is  called  seditious  expressions,  attack  provision 
shops,  burn  corn  ricks,  &c.  in  some  town,  or  towns,  at  a 
great  distance  frorn  the  metropolis,  when  no  sooner  is  this 
business  commenced,  than  off  flies  a  regiment  of  dragoons, 
who  shoot,  or  otherwise  destroy,  a  number  of  men,  suffi- 
cient, had  they  acted  upon^a  well  concerted  plan,  and  di- 
rected all  their  efforts  at  the  head,  instead  of  the  tail  of  the 
hydra  of  corruption,  to  have  gained  a  complete  victory  over 
a  tyrannical  government,  and  rescued  their  country  from  the 
chains  of  slavery,  the  millstone  of  oppression,  and  the  fright- 
ful and  blood-chilling  horrors  of  starvation !  It  will  be  in 
vain  to  strike  at  the  tail  of  the  serpent,  for  although  you 
may  deeply  wound  him,  nay,  though  you  should  cut  piece 
after  piece  off  his  tail,  you  will  only  the  more  enrage  him  ; 
and  as  his  body  and  head  will  remain  as  strong,  and  as  vi- 
gorous, and  more  furious  than  ever,  one  single  spring  of  the 
ferocious  monster  may  send  you,  men,  women,  and  children 
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bv  tlioiisJinds  to  the  grave,  without  obtaining  a  single  parfi- 
cie  of  good. 

But  cannot  a  small  number  of  men,  it  does  not  require  a 
large  one,  be  found  amongst  millions  of  People,  who  have 
firmness  and  couras^e  sufficient  to  fly  at  the  face,  tear 
out  the  tongue,  and  spoil -for  ever  the  claws  of  that  na- 
tion destroying  monster  ?  If  there  be  none  to  be"^  found 
that  possess  this  spirit,  there  cannot  be  a  strongep  proof 
than  that  the  present  is  a  degenerate  race,  and  that  we 
are  a  disgrace  to  our  forefathers.  There  was  a  time,  when 
one  French  city  (Calais)  produced  six  such  godlike  patriots, 
that  they  voluntarily  marched  with  haltars  about  their  necks,, 
to  instant  death,  to  deliver  their  wretched  and  deplorable 
city  from  the  destroying  hand  of  an  insolent  and  unfeeling 
^tyrant.  Nations  of  Europe,  where  are  your  heroes  ?  There 
are  thousands  styled  heroes  in  war  time,  but  I  am  now  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  major  part  of  them  rush  on  the 
foe  like  heroes,  for  fear  that  they  should  be  wounded  in  a 
more  disgraceful  part  by  their  friends.  But  be  that  as  it 
may,  the  time  is  fast  approaching,  when  the  whole  mass  of 
tlie  working  People  of  this  country  nlust  either  fight  or 
starve,  and  I,  for  one,  had  mUch  rather  die  by  the  sword, 
than  with  hunger!  The  slackness  of  one  trade  causes  always^ 
aidecay  in  another;  for  instance,  if  the  Carlisle  and  Man- 
c^iester  weavers  are  out  of  employ,  or  working  for  wages 
that  will  scarcely  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  bread  for 
themselves  and  their  families,  they  cannot  buy  a  coat  of  the 
tailor,  a  pair  of  shoes  of  the  shoemaker,  a  hat  of  the  hatter, 
Sec'  But  must  not  the  situation  of  the  People  be  already 
desperate,  when  we  behold  them  petitioning  the  legislature 
to  transport  them  from  their  native  country  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  which  they  in  their  wisdom  may  think  proper, 
even  to  the  wilds  of  Canada,  or  the  woods  of  Botany  Bay  ? 
Who  would  be  astonished,  if,  in  a  very  short  time,  thou- 
sands were  to  petition  to  be  shot,  or  otherwise  destroyed,  in 
order  to  avoid  perishing  for  want,  the  worst  of  all  possible 
deaths!  A.  D. 
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